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Newsletter of the Minnesota Association of County Probation Officers 

Greetings from scenic Itasca County.  As the days begin to 
shorten, back-to-school sales kick in, and autumn 
approaches, there are a lot of things to highlight across the 
MACPO landscape.  Before I dig into any of the specifics, 
allow me to share my observations of having been on the 
MACPO Board for the past 13-ish months.  Prior to 
becoming the President-Elect in July of 2020, I had never 
served in any capacity on the Board.  That isn’t to say I 
wasn’t familiar with the organization, yet I had never had 
the opportunity to actually take a look under the hood and 
see how it operates.  The world is led by those who show 
up and the professionals who are showing up to comprise 
the executive board, committee chairs and committee 
members are showing up with their A-game.  We are in 
good care. 
 
For those of you I’ve not yet met – I’m the Director of 
Itasca County Probation.  I spent the first decade of my 
career as felony agent with the DOC (working in Chisago, 
then Kanabec, then Itasca Counties), followed by 5 or 6 
years as their EBP Coordinator.  I switched over to CPO-
land in 2013 and have really enjoyed the flexibility and 
autonomy that we have in this delivery system.  Outside of 
work I’m just a stereotypical northern Minnesota guy.  I 
hunt, fish, trap and participate in community musical 
theater.  I tend to use 100 words when 5 would do and my 
greatest strengths are my rugged good looks and my deep 
sense of humility.   
 
So then.  There have been a couple of interesting things 
going on lately.  Have you heard anything about this 
COVID pandemic thing?  It’s apparently a big deal.  Big 
enough to not be relegated to just 2020.  Like a cheesy 
movie sequel that nobody wants to watch, the delta variant 
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MAPSA’S PRESIDENT MESSAGE 
Travis Fisher, 2021 MAPSA President 

MCA’S PRESIDENT MESSAGE 
Mark Bliven, 2021 MCA President 
 

  

  

An update was not available at the time this edition was completed.  Please watch for the next 
MACPOST newsletter for any updates. 

 

is making every effort to drag us through the same storyline we suffered through last year.  Boo.  Hang 
in there.  This too shall pass.  Safety first.  (Insert any other predictable clichés here.)    
 
Shifting topics – If you haven’t heard about it, there is a pretty significant project underway that intends 
to address how community supervision is funded across the 3 delivery systems.  The Council of State 
Governments (CSG), a federal consulting agency that makes legislative and policy recommendations 
to states, has been brought in to take an objective look at the current state of affairs and subsequently 
make recommendations to the legislature.  A workgroup comprised of multiple reps from each delivery 
system has been meeting since December.  One of the key elements of the CSG’s work includes an 
assessment of how probation/parole is currently being delivered across the state.  Essentially, they are 
taking a look to see the extent to which we are adhering to the principles of evidence-based practices.  
Do we use risk assessments?  Are we spending time addressing things that actually impact recidivism 
(and not just monitoring conditions)?  That sort of thing.  Not surprisingly, the initial feedback from 
them has been very affirming.  The final report with recommendations is due December 15th, so the 
clock is a-tickin’.  Stay tuned on this as it has the potential to significantly impact how delivery systems 
are funded.   
 
That’s the latest from my end.  I look forward to seeing you all at the Spring/Fall Conference in a couple 
of weeks!  
 

One of the big bits of news for MCA is that our board has determined that there will be a vaccination 
requirement for those attending in-person our Oct 26-29 Fall Institute at Grandview Lodge in 
Nisswa.  We will also be strictly following all CDC and Minnesota Dept of Health 
recommendations.  This is to ensure that all partners can be confident in our willingness to provide for 
a safe environment while also giving us the opportunity to gather in-person. The MCA Fall Institute is 
an important networking and information sharing opportunity so needed after these long months of 
isolation for many working within the corrections field. 
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Devin Petersen (Chair), Chisago County  
Michelle Pramann (Vice Chair), Wright County Court Services 

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
Margaret Munson, Wright County Court Services 

MACCAC’S PRESIDENT MESSAGE 
Carli Stark, 2021 Director and Legislative Liaison 

  

Happy August everyone! 
 
Summer is fading away, school will be starting soon, and Fall is just around the corner.  With Fall 
approaching, our committees will be busy getting everything ready for the upcoming trainings.  Watch 
for emails from us with reminders about the Annual MACPO Conference and MACPO’s Support Staff 
Conference.   
 
Joannie has been amazing at keeping up with all the different email blasts needed. Christopher has been 
doing a fantastic job with Facebook updates and posting job opportunities.  Devin and I are so grateful 
for all their help and willing to learn the different aspects of our website and responsibilities of our 
committee.  We continue to keep our website and social media as up to date as we can. 
 
Continue to check out our website, watch for emails, or visit our Facebook page for any upcoming news 
or trainings/events. 
 
We hope you have all enjoyed your summer and have an even better Fall. 

An update was not available at the time this edition was completed.  Please watch for the next 
MACPOST newsletter for any updates. 

 

An update was not available at the time this edition was completed.  Please watch for the next 
MACPOST newsletter for any updates. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Danni Bristol, Jackson County Court Services 

An update was not available at the time this edition was completed.  Please watch for the next 
MACPOST newsletter for any updates. 
 

TRAINING AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Michelle Nistler, Cass County Probation 
Jill Ferretti, Brown County Probation 

 

  

We are currently accepting applications for the MACPO Memorial Scholarship.  Please spread the word 
to interns and students you know. We have continued to have a great number of applicants for the last 
several years.  The Scholarship will remain open until November 15th, 2021; all criteria for applicants 
can be found on the MACPO Website!  The scholarship committee includes three members who review 
the applicants and make a recommendation to the membership committee. The point of contact for this 
is Emily Ostlund and she can be reached at emily.ostlund@co.goodhue.mn.us. 
 
The 20th Annual Support Staff Conference is set to take place in Wright County.  Registration is still 
open for this event.  Please consider nominating a support staff member for the award given out at this 
conference.  The nomination form can be found on our website. 
 
We will have new clothing items at our Fall Conference and the Support Staff Conference!  The new 
clothing items will be $30; be on the lookout for pictures posted to the website.  Don’t forget…you can 
still purchase MACPO clothing on the website.  All of our older MACPO clothing will be at a reduced 
rate at the conference 
 
I hope that you have had a great Summer.  I am looking forward to seeing you at the Fall Conference! 
 

 

mailto:emily.ostlund@co.goodhue.mn.us
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CPO DIRECTOR’S COMMITTEE 
James Schneider, Director of Cass County Probation 

  

Greetings everyone,  
 
The directors continue to meet monthly to discuss current events occurring in our counties and state.  
Safety continues to be at the forefront of our conversations.  As we continue to navigate the coronavirus 
pandemic, we want to ensure the safety of probation offices across the state.    
 
On July 1, 2021, MACPO said goodbye to two longtime counties in our system: Nicollet and Mille Lacs. 
We thank them both for their years of service to MACPO and wish them well.    
 
MACPO is represented by over 20 committees in the criminal justice system.  Most committees require 
multiple members.  If you have an interest in serving on one of the MACPO committees, work with your 
director or supervisor to sign up.           
 
Summertime is a great opportunity to rejuvenate ourselves.  Take time this summer to enjoy what 
Minnesota has to offer.       
 

Relax, Rejuvenate, Breathe, 

Refresh, Enjoy, Nourish, Renew 
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Over the last couple of weekends in the Twin Cities south metro, a lemonade stand has had so many 
people stopping by, it’s bringing a small town together. 
 
At seven years old, Benjamin has a bright future ahead in Farmington. For now, the budding 
entrepreneur says the money is in lemonade, and he has his town lining up this summer at Ben’s Yummy 
Yum Lemonade Stand. 
 
Ben's mother, Amy Schiemer, said they've been busy for the past two weekends.  
 
"We had to put strawberries in and put the juice in," added Ben.  
 
The soon-to-be second grader has autism and was looking for a way to earn some money and experience 
this summer. 
 
"We are just navigating life with that," Amy Schiemer said. "It’s different." 
 
"City council members would stop by and take selfies with him," added neighbor Jenna Anderson. "It 
was pretty busy on the corner here." 
 
Ben’s Yummy Yum Lemonade Stand left an especially sweet taste, but the boy isn’t taking his money 
to the mall or the water park. Instead, he’s bringing it to the Farmington Police Department. 
 
"This certainly helps. We just got a new K-9, so that put a pretty big dent in our K-9 fund," Farmington 
Police Chief Gary Rutherford said. 
 
Ben said he wants to use the money he raised to help take care of the department’s new four-legged 
officer. 
 
"It’ll help provide training, it will help provide equipment for the dog, it will help provide veterinary 
care all those kinds of things," Rutherford said. 
 
Four local companies took notice, too. 
 
"They actually wanted to match donations because he ended his first weekend at $425," Amy Schiemer 
said. 
 
"I was honored by that, but more than that I’m proud of Ben, and I’m proud of his family and proud of 
the city, the way they supported his lemonade stand," Rutherford added. 
 

BOY HOLDS LEMONADE STAND TO HELP 

SUPPORT FARMINGTON POLICE K-9 
By Babs Santos, Fox 9 KMSP News – August 2, 2021 
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Knowing what an ‘angel shot’ is could save your life. With bars and clubs reopening again because 
more and more people are getting vaccinated against Covid-19, nightlife is making a (slightly uncertain 
and worrisome) comeback in some places. Especially since it’s also summer. Something that hasn’t 
changed since the pandemic began, however, is just how important your safety is when it comes to 
strangers or dates making unwanted advances. 
 
Luckily, some bartenders are well-versed in how to protect those who feel scared or threatened. 
 
Telling your bartender that you want an angel shot is a sign that you need assistance. There are actually 
three variations of the angel shot and it’s something that is becoming more and more common in bars.  
 

1. Angel shot with lime – means you need the police.  Bartender will notify a manager and will get 
the police involved for you. 

2. Angel shot neat – means you need someone to walk you to your car. 
3. Angel shot on the rocks – means you need someone to call you a ride (Uber, Lyft, taxi). 

 

ORDERING AN “ANGEL SHOT” COULD SAVE 

YOUR OR SOMEONE’S LIFE 
Source: https://www.boredpanda.com/angel-shot-bartender-
explanation/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=organic 

  

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/23/nightclubs-are-the-new-covid-battleground.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/23/nightclubs-are-the-new-covid-battleground.html
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SAFETY REMINDER WHEN CONDUCTING 

SEARCHES – SAN DIEGO OFFICER OVERDOSES 

AFTER EXPOSURE TO FENTANYL 
Source: Wright County Sheriff’s Office and 
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CSNPBxdDZao/?utm_source=ig_embed&ig_rid=31cc64c4-8d37-4664-
b4b7-22d1f051873a  

  

On July 3, 2021, Deputy David Faiivae from the San Marcos Sheriff's Station put on his uniform and 
badge for his patrol shift.  He had no idea he was about to go through one of the worst days of his life 
after being exposed to Fentanyl. 
 
If it wasn't for the quick-thinking of his Field Training Officer, Corporal Scott Crane, in administering 
Naloxone, Deputy Faiivae would not be alive today. 
 
The Sheriff's Department has used body camera footage of this traumatic incident, along with 
interviews from Deputy Faiivae and Corporal Crane, to create a public safety video spotlighting the 
dangerous and often deadly effects of Fentanyl. 
 
Fentanyl continues to be one of the greatest threats facing San Diego County and the nation. This 
synthetic opiod is 50 times more potent than heroin. Just a few grains of fentanyl can be absorbed 
through the body and lead to respiratory failure and even death. 
 
"Fentanyl overdoses are on the rise throughout our county," said Sheriff Bill Gore. "Everyday, 
deputies recover fentanyl in our communities and the county jails are not immune to the dangers of 
this drug." 
 
In 2014, the San Diego County Sheriff's Department became the first law enforcement agency in 
California and the Western United States to allow all deputies to carry Naloxone. 
Also known as Narcan, Naloxone is a nasal spray commonly used to reverse the effects of an opioid 
overdose. 
 
Patrol deputies regularly use Naloxone on individuals they encounter who may be suffering from an 
overdose. 
 
Every deputy working in our county jails also carries Naloxone in the event someone in our custody 
is experiencing an overdose. 
 
The men and women who patrol your communities and work in our county jails work diligently and 
take every precaution when they encounter fentanyl and other dangerous substances. 
 
"Please take the time to share this video," said Sheriff Gore. "It might save the life of your son, 
daughter, friend or loved one."  (Click on link below headline to watch the video.) 

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CSNPBxdDZao/?utm_source=ig_embed&ig_rid=31cc64c4-8d37-4664-b4b7-22d1f051873a
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CSNPBxdDZao/?utm_source=ig_embed&ig_rid=31cc64c4-8d37-4664-b4b7-22d1f051873a
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FAMILIES OF CRASH VICTIMS GET ANNUAL 

SYMPATHY CARD FROM CHIEF OF MINNESOTA 

STATE PATROL 
By Boyd Huppert, Kare 11 News – August 3, 2021 

  

Sure as a sunrise, the envelope arrives each year in the mailbox of Bruce and Sharon Pearson. 
 
“We have received 15 and this year will be the 16th," Sharon Pearson says. “That card has always 
arrived by the 9th of December. 
 
Sharon Pearson remembers tearing up as she read the first one.   
 
The note had arrived on the anniversary of their 14-year-old daughter Hannah’s death in a traffic 
accident. 
 
It was written by the Minnesota state trooper who had investigated their daughter’s crash. 
 
That trooper, Matt Langer, is now chief of the Minnesota State Patrol.  
 
And he’s still sending the note. 
 
“In the case of the Pearsons, I remember going to the hospital and I remember visiting with them,” Col. 
Langer says. 
 
Hannah and a friend had been passengers in a Ford Probe driven by Hannah’s 16-year-old sister 
Bethany. The girls were on their way to a church function.  Bethany lost control of the car, which was 
t-boned by a truck.  
 
Hannah died at Regions Hospital.  Bethany suffered severe injuries, as did the friend. 
 
“Yeah, that sticks with you and never goes away,” Langer, himself now the father of two teenage girls, 
says. 
 
As the first anniversary of the crash approached, Langer picked up a pen and wrote the Pearsons a note. 
He hasn’t missed a year since. 
 
Sharon Pearson has saved nearly all the cards. 
 
“Please know we haven't forgotten about your loss,” she reads from one of them. 
 
On a difficult day, “It gives us joy,” Sharon Pearson says 
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“It does,” Bruce Pearson agrees. “Now, it's a joyful thing.” 
 
Erica Bodell and her 8-year-old daughter Havana have received a card every November since their car 
was stuck by a drunk driver, nearly killing Havana and leaving her with injuries she deals with still. 
 
“She broke her neck essentially,” her mother says. 
 
Bodell says she cried when she found Langer’s card in the mailbox on the first anniversary of the crash. 
 
“Going on six years now, he hasn't forgotten,” she says. 
 
Deanna Carlson looks forward to Langer’s notes too. 
 
Her brother Chris died in a motorcycle crash in 2007. 
 
“And they just kept coming every single year,” she says. “It's like he knows when we need it.”  
 
Matt Langer knows, because he had a good teacher. 
 
“The whole idea of sending a card on the anniversary of a death started with a guy named Sgt. Tom 
Ludford, a retired trooper,” Langer says. 
 
The name is familiar to Barb Degnan. She’s carried it on a card in her wallet for 28 years. 
 
“I just keep it with me all the time,” she says. 
 
The card is Degnan’s connection to the trooper who investigated the crash that killed her son Dan on 
Christmas Eve in 1992 while he was home from college. 
 
“For all the time that Tom was alive he would call every Christmas Eve to be sure that we were doing 
okay,” Degnan says. 
 
When Ludford died of cancer 11 years ago, Degnan assumed her connection to the state patrol would 
end.  It didn’t. 
 
“That's when I decided to pick up where Tom left off and continue that tradition,” Langer says. 
 
“We will not forget about your loss of Dan,” Degnan reads from one of the cards Langer sent on the 
anniversary of her son’s death. 
 
“When you lose a child, that's the thing you don't want to happen, you don't want to have them 
forgotten,” Degnan says. 
 
That also helps explain why each year on the anniversary of Trooper Ludford’s death, a bouquet of 
flowers arrives at the offices of the State Patrol. 
 
The sender: Barb Degnan – who hasn’t missed a year either. 
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“It’s a relationship I’d say I wish we’d never had because that would mean that their son was still alive, 
but out of that tragedy good things have happened,” Langer says. 
 
The chief of the state patrol sends more than a dozen such notes each year. He says he’s certain other 
troopers are reaching out to families, with which they've had connections, in similar ways. 
 
“I don’t look forward to the anniversaries, but I do look forward to sending the card and just having the 
opportunity to express in writing that we remember what happened, and we still care,” Langer says. 
 
Some of the families have assisted the state patrol in traffic safety education. 
 
Langer now counts them as friends. 
 
On a recent afternoon, Langer sat at his desk writing a note he would later address and mail to Matt 
Boeve in Luverne. 
 
“Matt, on the anniversary of Andrea's death, please know that we remember your loss,” Langer wrote. 
Andrea, Boeve’s wife, was struck and killed while pulling her two young children in bike cart. 
 
The driver of the truck that hit her admitted to making a bank transaction on his cell phone just before 
the crash. 
 
Langer’s cards have shown up in Boeve’s mailbox ever since. 
 
“I received the first 
one, first anniversary, 
and I was blown away 
by that one and here we 
are going into year 
seven,” Boeve says. 
“To know that we're 
never forgotten, that's 
truly a good deed and 
that's a good man.” 
 
Langer gives the credit 
to Ludford.  
 
“Without a doubt, he's smiling about this,” the state patrol chief says. “I couldn't stop, because to stop, 
I think, would indicate we've forgotten and that's not true.” 
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AGENT WELLNESS: BOOSTING WORK MORALE 

FOR YOURSELF OR YOUR EMPLOYEES 
Source: https://www.calendar.com/blog/improve-your-own-morale/, 
https://www.workingmother.com/how-to-boost-your-own-morale, https://www.15five.com/blog/6-
simple-ways-improve-employee-morale/, https://www.themuse.com/advice/7-great-ways-to-boost-your-
teams-morale, and https://connecteam.com/boost-employee-morale/  

 

  

Need a little more motivation?  Need to feel inspired again?  Feel like you or your employees are in a 
rut?  Here are some tips you can try for yourself or to help your employees get back on track to be 
successful. 
 

1. Invest in a better workspace. 
2. Venture out to a coworking space. 
3. Work outside when possible. 
4. Mind how you collaborate. 

a. Consider refining how you collaborate with others. 
b. Watch how much (or how little) you engage with other people. 

5. Take time off. 
6. Exercise. 
7. Shake things up. 

a. Repetition and lack of stimulation decreases morale so change your routine up a little, 
whether it is a personal routine, work schedule, or daily work tasks. 

8. Keep a journal. 
9. Learn something new. 
10. Make a conscious effort to build your network and increase your contacts. 
11. Help a co-worker. 
12. Make a list of the things you plan to achieve that day and cross them off once completed. 
13. Communicate often. 
14. Give recognition. 
15. Get feedback. 
16. Organize team-building activities. 
17. Set (fun) team goals. 
18. Provide employee incentives. 
19. Encourage breaks. 
20. Learn from each other. 
21. Conduct random acts of kindness. 
22. Have fun! 

https://www.calendar.com/blog/improve-your-own-morale/
https://www.workingmother.com/how-to-boost-your-own-morale
https://www.15five.com/blog/6-simple-ways-improve-employee-morale/
https://www.15five.com/blog/6-simple-ways-improve-employee-morale/
https://www.themuse.com/advice/7-great-ways-to-boost-your-teams-morale
https://www.themuse.com/advice/7-great-ways-to-boost-your-teams-morale
https://connecteam.com/boost-employee-morale/
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POLICE OFFICER IS FILMED GIVING A NEW PAIR 

OF SNEAKERS TO A MAN IN NEED 
Source: https://www.sunnyskyz.com/good-news/4354/Police-Officer-Is-Filmed-Giving-A-New-Pair-Of-
Sneakers-To-A-Man-In-Need - August 6, 2021 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS – THANK YOU! 

  

A police officer in Atlanta was filmed giving a man a new pair of sneakers after she noticed the man 
walking around without shoes. 
 
According to the Atlanta Police Department, Officer S. Thomas was working her shift a few months 
ago and noticed a man walking barefoot outside in the rain. She asked him if he needed some shoes and 
socks and he responded that he did. 
 
Officer Thomas left to get some footwear for the man, and returned, but unfortunately, the man she 
originally spoke to had left the location. She decided to keep the shoes in the trunk of her car in case 
she came across him again. 
 
Soon after, she noticed a different man outside of a Kroger grocery store in Lindbergh who was also 
walking around barefoot. Officer Thomas went to her car, got the shoes, and gave them to the 
unsuspecting man. 
 
"She was not aware that she was being filmed during her act of kindness. She simply saw a person with 
a need that she could fill and did so," the Atlanta Police Department wrote. 
 
"We thank the person who filmed this kind act and who took the time to share with others on social 
media. It is nice when the good deeds of officers can also be shared publicly, whether that was the intent 
or not." 
 

Many of us perform various forms of acts of kindness, like the article mentioned above, participating 
in Meals on Wheels, paying for the person behind you in the drive thru, volunteering at non-profit 
organizations, and much more.  The only thing different…you aren’t recognized in a news article.   
 
This is MACPO recognizing you and saying, “Thank you.”  Thank you for all you do: helping clients 
be successful; helping your community; helping someone in need; and helping this world be a better 
place!  We need more people like you!! 

https://www.sunnyskyz.com/good-news/4354/Police-Officer-Is-Filmed-Giving-A-New-Pair-Of-Sneakers-To-A-Man-In-Need
https://www.sunnyskyz.com/good-news/4354/Police-Officer-Is-Filmed-Giving-A-New-Pair-Of-Sneakers-To-A-Man-In-Need
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaPoliceDpt/posts/4483969211613906
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ALARMING TRENDS: DELTA 8 – A LEGAL  
“WEED LIGHT?” 
By Tom Lyden, Fox 9 News Investigators – March 3, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The newest cannabis product showed up in Twin Cities smoke and vape shops last fall and has been 
selling out fast.    
 
Delta 8, known as 'weed light,' promises a milder high than marijuana, with less of the uncomfortable 
paranoia.       
 
"I am almost sold out. People are coming in two, three, four at a time," one smoke shop clerk told an 
undercover producer for the FOX 9 Investigators.    
 
"Half the strength of regular THC," promised another clerk. 
 
Delta 8 is sold under several brand names and it comes in gummies, vape pens, or flower (bud). One 
clerk opened up a jar of flower inviting a producer to smell it. "Good stuff, huh?" he asked.  
 
A half-dozen clerks selling the product assured an undercover producer it was also completely legal to 
sell in Minnesota.   
 
'This is a nightmare' 
But Delta 8’s confusing legal status may depend in large part on how it’s made, where it’s sold, and 
what health claims are made. 
 
"For those of us who put our trust in evidence and evidence-based solutions, this is a nightmare," said 
Prof. George Weiblen of the University of Minnesota. 
 
Weiblin’s lab recently mapped the cannabis sativa genome and discovered marijuana and high-CBD 
hemp plants share about 90 percent of their DNA. 
 
Marijuana and hemp also share many of the same chemicals, 144 cannabinoids, like CBD for what ails 
you and THC to get high. 
 
Legally, and scientifically, the THC molecule the public is familiar with is formerly known as Delta 9-
THC. But, there is a nearly identical molecule, found in much smaller quantities in both hemp and 
marijuana, called Delta 8-THC. Scientific research on Delta 8-THC is limited, but it is known to have 
some of the same intoxicating effects as Delta 9-THC - it is just less potent and the intoxicating effects 
don’t last as long. 
 
In the case of Delta 8 flower, the synthesized chemical may actually be sprayed on the bud. 
"Spiked weed, basically," said Weiblen, who believes from a botany perspective, the popularity of Delta 
8 amounts to a kind of bait and switch. 
 
"It’s exploiting the industrial hemp legislation; if you’re going to grow drugs and sell drugs, let’s call 
them drugs," Weiblen said. 
 

https://www.fox9.com/news/u-of-m-study-high-cbd-hemp-plants-largely-marijuana-at-genetic-level
https://www.fox9.com/news/u-of-m-study-high-cbd-hemp-plants-largely-marijuana-at-genetic-level
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The Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018, also known as the Farm Bill, legalized hemp and products 
made from it, as long as they do not contain more than .3% of Delta 9-THC. The Farm Bill does not 
specifically mention Delta 8-THC. 
 
In August, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), as part of the agency’s rule making authority, 
said the Agricultural Improvement Act doesn’t cover "synthetically derived 
tetrahydrocannabinols" that don’t come directly from the hemp plant itself. 
 
If that is the case, Delta 8-THC would fall under the Controlled Substances Act which classifies Delta 
9-THC and its isomers (Delta 8-THC is an isomer) as a Schedule 1 Controlled Substance. 
 
In other words, Delta 8-THC may be legal if extracted directly from hemp, but not if it's synthesized 
from CBD, through a process known as isomerization, even if that CBD was originally extracted from 
hemp. 
 
Confused? You’re not alone. 
"I think Congress is going to need to act and decide once and for all how to 
regulate the plant cannabis sativa in all of its forms and varieties," said Cody 
Wiberg, executive director of the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy. 
 
Wiberg said state law is also confusing on this question. Minnesota 
statutes allow the sale of non-intoxicating cannabinoids from hemp. "The 
problem is Delta 8 is intoxicating," Wiberg said. 
 
Another state law makes it illegal to sell a drug that is misbranded or not approved by the Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA).   
 
When the FOX 9 Investigators went undercover many of the store clerks said Delta 8 was effective in 
controlling anxiety.  
 
"All of that inflammation, anxiety, all of it," said one clerk. Another clerk said it was good for "pain 
relief in general." 
 
The labels on most Delta 8 products say little or nothing about ingredients, dosage, potency, 
manufacturing, or side-effects. That may not be an oversight. 
 
"If there is no advertising and nothing on the label, it is harder for regulators to prove intent," Wiberg 
said. 
 
In Minnesota it is legal to manufacture and sell cannabis for an expanding list of approved medical 
conditions. But, some fear Delta 8 could harm the cannabis industry. 
 
"I think it speaks to the state we’re in with COVID-19," said Dr. Stephen Dahmer, medical director for 
Green Goods, one of two licensed producers of medical cannabis in Minnesota. 
 
"We are seeing skyrocketing mental health issues, and I think many of us are desperate to get advice 
where we can," Dr. Dahmer said. 

https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/fed_regs/rules/2020/fr0821.htm
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/151.72
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/151.01
https://www.health.state.mn.us/people/cannabis/patients/conditions.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/people/cannabis/patients/conditions.html
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  Dr. Dahmer said consumers should be cautious about the reputed benefits of any one particular 
cannabinoid. He believes cannabis is most efficacious when all the cannabinoids are present and 
working together, what’s been called the "entourage" or "ensemble effect." 
 
He also worries about contamination and solvents that might be in products that contain little to no 
information.  
 
"It is buyer beware," Dr. Dahmer said. "We don’t know what we’re getting, and we don’t know what 
may be included."  
 
Close to the line 
The FOX 9 Investigators decided to test two of the products, some Delta 8 flower (bud) and gummies. 
Legend Diagnostics in St. Paul, which does lab testing for the Minnesota hemp industry, tested our 
products. Legend Diagnostics was able to test for both Delta 8-THC and Delta 9-THC, which many 
labs are not capable of distinguishing. 
 
The flower was nearly 2 percent Delta 8-THC, indicating to Prof. Weiblin it was likely spiked with the 
chemical. It also contained a high level of CBD at 14 percent. 
 
The flower was .28 percent of Delta 9-THC, a fraction under the .3 percent legal limit. 
 
But it also contains .53 percent THCA, which when smoked converts to Delta 9-THC through a process 
known as decarboxylation. When combining Delta 9-THC and THCA, the flower would be .75 percent 
Delta 9-THC, exceeding the legal limit of .3 percent. 
 
Under federal regulations, THC concentration is always measured after decarboxylation, referred to as 
"Total Potential THC," and includes Delta 9-THC plus THCA at a decarboxylation rate of .877. 
 
The gummy contained .6 percent of Delta-8-THC and negligible quantities of Delta 9-THC, THCA, 
and CBD.  
 

The labels for the products contain no information about 
the concentration of its ingredients. 
 
As the Minnesota Legislature considers legalizing 
recreational cannabis, there is no indication Delta 8-
THC is going away. And there may be other synthesized 
cannabinoids, isomers, and chemical analogues on the 
horizon. 
 
Wiberg, from the Board of Pharmacy, believes  

consumers need something other than a confusing patchwork of federal and state laws.  
 
"Will it (cannabis) be legal in all of its forms and varieties, or not? And then, how is it going to be 
regulated?" Wiberg asked.  
 
"There needs to be some form of a national standard," Wiberg said.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND TRAINING 

 

REGISTRATION IS STILL OPEN FOR 

MACPO’S 64TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE!! 
 

Dates: September 15 – 17, 2021 

 

Where: Maddens on Gull Lake, Brainerd, MN 

 

Training Tropics Include: 

“Take this Job and Love it,” 

“From Medical Marijuana to Vaping…,” 

“Mental Health: What Every Probation Professional Needs to Know,” 

and more more!!! 

 

 

Vendors continue to work hard to put 

together exciting events at different holes 

throughout the golf course.  There’s still 

time to get your team ready and bring your 

best game! 

 

For more information about the conference 

or to register, please go to 

www.macpo.net. 

  

Registration is open for the 

Conference 
 

Wednesday, October 13, 2021 

Wright County Justice Center, Buffalo, MN 

 

Time to celebrate you!!!  Register today at www.macpo.net. 
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It’s Summer in 

Minnesota! 

Let’s celebrate summer in Minnesota and take a “virtual” 
tour of some of the best places to visit in Minnesota. 

(Pictures from www.touropia.com and www.vacationidea.com) 

http://www.touropia.com/
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  HOLIDAY SHARING – LABOR DAY 

PROBATION PARTNERS  
Below are a few of our vendors who sponsor MACPO. 

MACPO would like to thank all our vendors for their support!!  
 
To see all our wonderful sponsors, please visit our website: https://macpo.net/Vendors-and-Sponsors/. 
 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND ACTIVITIES 
Labor Day weekend is coming up, 
which means two things…most of 
us get a 3-day weekend and school 
is about to start for kids!  Time to 
celebrate, relax, or get yourself 
prepared. 

GRILLED CORN ON THE COB IN HUSK 

Ingredients Needed: 
• Corn on the 

cob 

• Butter 
• Garlic salt 

or other 
seasonings 

1. Fire up the grill. 
2. Peel back the husk (but not completely off) and 

rub butter all over the corn on the cob. 
3. Gently sprinkle with garlic salt (if you prefer) 

and/or other seasonings. 
4. Rewrap the corn husk around the corn. 
5. Place corn on the top rack of the grill and grill 

for 20-30 minutes.  (Be sure to slip every so 
often.) 

6. Enjoy! 
 
 
Remember the husks will be hot! 

1.   Go school shopping. 
2.   Read a new book. 
3.   Try a new cocktail. 
4.   Go for a hike at a local park. 
5.   Play games outside (giant Jenga, corn hole). 
6.   Take a road trip. 
7.   BBQ with some friends. 
8.   Try a new recipe. 
9.   Watch a movie. 
10.  Try a new activity (frisbee golf, whirlyball). 

https://macpo.net/Vendors-and-Sponsors/
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    Something thin      Something sharp 

    Something blue      Beetle/Ant 

    Spider or Cobweb      Small bird 

    Flower       Something floating 

    Something can be tied     Something with water 

    Something moving      Feather 

    Something white      Large bird 

    Something fuzzy      Something green 

    Something scented      Something alive 

    Clover       Dandelion 

    Butterfly       Acorn 

    Leaf (not green)      Airplane 

    House       Animal Track 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BREAK TIME FUN – OUTDOOR SCAVENGER HUNT 
Take some time to really pay attention to nature and enjoy its beauty…whether it’s on your own during a 
break, with friends, or with your family.  Try to find some, or all, of these items while outside. 
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MISSION 
  

VISION 
  

MACPO 2021-2022 ELECTED OFFICERS 
  

 

  
Minnesota Association of County Probation Officers is dedicated to promoting quality correctional 
practices through professional growth, leadership, education, communication, and support. 

Providing a voice for the probation profession and leading the promotion of sound correctional policy 
toward the principles of evidence-based practices, restorative justice, community involvement, public 
protection, victim restoration, offender accountability, and competency development. 

Contact MACPO Secretary, Michelle Sellner - Pine County Probation, for the location and time of 
MACPO Board meetings. 
 
Executive Board Goals: 
 

➢ Review the vision statement on an annual basis at the Steering Committee meeting. 
 

➢ Use MACPO's APPA Affiliate Membership to send our President (or assigned representative) 
to the national conference to maintain/promote our presence on a national level, to be reviewed 
annually. 

 
➢ Continue to solicit input from MACPO membership regarding nominations for awards: Al 

Reker, Excellence in Corrections, Outstanding Performance, and Memorial Scholarship, as well 
as officer-elect positions. 
 

Election of all officers shall be held at the annual meeting.  Officers shall be elected by a simple 
majority at such meeting when a quorum of the voting members in good standing is present at the time 
of balloting. 
 
Absentee ballots will be accepted or counted in any election and will be distributed by the Secretary 
at least 21 days in advance of election.  Ballots to be returned three (3) days before annual meeting to 
the Nominating Committee Chair. 
 
The Nominations/Awards Committee shall meet at least 60 days in advance of the annual meeting.  
The Nominations/Awards Committee shall contact candidates and potential candidates from among 
the voting membership of the association and shall prepare a list of such candidates and the offices for 
which they are candidates. 
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Executive Board  

President 
     Jason Anderson, Itasca County Probation 
     president@macpo.net 

President - Elect 
     Michael Schommer, Ottertail County Probation 
     presidentelect@macpo.net 

President – Past 
     Jim Schneider, Cass County Probation 
     pastpresident@macpo.net 

Treasurer 
     Alex Hirman, Wright County Court Services 
     treasurer@macpo.net 

Secretary 
     Michelle Sellner, Pine County Probation 
     secretary@macpo.net 

Legislative Committee Chair 
     Margaret Munson, Wright County Court Services 
     legislative@macpo.net 

Member at Large 
    Eric Johnson, Carver County Court Services 
     ejohnson@co.carver.mn.us 

Member at Large 
     Steve King, Meeker County Correctional Services 
     stevek@co.mower.mn.us 

 

Like MACPO on Facebook 

mailto:ejohnson@co.carver.mn.us
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.facebook.com/&ei=BZidVNTUJMy3yATasYKgAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGsn3H2JZh08sNZupd_BxcpDjCxig&ust=1419700609419479

